THE   REBUILDING   OF   LONDON
future, a clear intimation that he expected from the City a
liberal interpretation of its responsibilities. ' . . . his Matle
doth further recommend to the Lord Mayor and Court of
Aldermen that they endeavour by mediation and Advice, in
which they shall have all Assistance from his Matie to procure
the Consent of all Persons concerned, that such Places may be
enlarged, and such other things done, as may contribute to the
Beauty Ornament & Convenience of the Citty, although they
may not seeme to have full Power and Authority to direct and
order the same by the strict Letter of the Act of Parliament/
Lest there should be any misunderstanding as to what lay
particularly in the King's mind, he added a special reference
to the widening of Paternoster Row and to the 'other things ..,
formerly recommended'.1
By invoking the Act the City had blocked criticism and
gained its point. Later generations might regret that the
King's advice had not been followed, but, for the moment, it
ensured the avoidance of further delays and carried the work
of replanning another step forward. Details could now be
considered and, whilst the Surveyors toiled amongst the ruins
plotting the dimensions of almost obliterated alleys, the City
worked to devise a system under which each man's site could
be delimited, compensation money paid, and the provisions
of the Act enforced without too much friction and with the
minimum of fraud. This was not easy but it was ultimately and
successfully accomplished* On April 2gth the whole medley of
rules and widenings was embodied in an act of Common
Council.2 More of both were still to come/ and the King's
sanction had still to be obtained,* but, with the publication of
the act, the majority of the citizens knew both where and how
they were entitled to rebuild, and what it was necessary for
them to do in order to begin. By some freak of fate, it formed
1 P.C. Reg., 2/59, p. 351.
a yor,, 46, ff. 151-3,                   * See Repert.t 71, & 95, 105 and 108.
4 The first part of the act laid down matters already sancdoned; much if not all of
the rest must have been approved by the King, but it still needed formal consent,
This was given on May 8th: (P.C. Reg*, 2/59, pp. 407*9).
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